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T

he elegant confines of the
Buffalo Club were the perfect backdrop for the 17th
annual Buffalo Law Review
Dinner on April 27, highlighting unprecedented achievements
for the Law School’s premier legal journal.
This year’s staff, noted Editor in
Chief Sachin Kohli ’06, was the first to
publish nine issues of the Law Review.
“I am particularly proud of this achievement,” Kohli said, who noted also the
publication of the journal’s second annual essay issue. In addition, he said,
the staff made it a priority this year to
“reconnect with our nearly 1,200 Law
Review alumni” by publishing the journal’s first alumni newsletter.
Two of those alumni – coincidentally, both members of the Class of 1982 –
were honored for their service to UB
Law School and to the legal community. In their Law School years, Robert C.
Schwenkel was an articles editor for the
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Law Review, and Denise E. O’Donnell,
now a familiar face as a member of the
Dean’s Advisory Council, was a senior
editor.
“I have always been very grateful to
the Law School for the opportunities it
has given me,” said Schwenkel, who
chairs the corporate department for the
New York City firm Fried, Frank, Harris,
Shriver and Jacobson. “A lot of the people who have been honored at this dinner were people who taught me at the
Law School.”
Beyond teaching, Schwenkel said,
he has benefited from personal advice
as well. “At the Law School, people
took an interest in my
career,” he said. “Mentoring is something we
should all do. I consider it an obligation, and
a joy as well.
“If I could pass anything on to future generations, it is that I
hope you will do the
same thing you are
honoring me for, mentoring people and
helping them out.”
Angel M. Overgaard ’06
O’Donnell, a partner in the law firm
Hodgson Russ who
was in the midst of a campaign for
New York State attorney general, said
part of the pleasure of her award was
simply the chance to be home in Buffalo. On the campaign trail, she said, “I
speak out about Buffalo and Western
New York, but I also talk about the Law
School, because I never would be
where I am today without the Law
School.”
O’Donnell also said her work on the
Buffalo Law Review played a key part
in the direction her career has taken.
Once she was accepted for the journal,
she was faced with deciding what to
write about. She chose the then-current
Buffalo school desegregation case, and
eventually was hired to work with the
plaintiff’s lawyers in that case. “That re-
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ally developed my love of constitutional law and my love of fighting for and
protecting equal rights,” she said. “So
the Law Review had a lot to do with
shaping my career.”
The student awards were:
Carlos C. Alden Award, to the senior
making the greatest contribution to the
Law Review: Sachin Kohli.
Justice Philip Halpern Award, to a
senior for excellence in writing on the
Law Review: Angel M. Overgaard.
Associate Publication Awards, for
excellence in writing: Stacy A. Hartley,
for a piece on Oregon’s Death With
Dignity Act; Leah R. Mervine, on the
concept of “curative” damages;
Michelle A. Daubert, on due process
during times of public quarantine; and
Anshu S.K. Pasricha, for a piece on issues in India’s financial sector.
The Buffalo Law Review Dinner
Committee was chaired by Michael D.
Mann ’06, with Enam Hoque ’06 as vice
chair.

Left to right, Kristen Henry, with fiance Donald A. Young ’07, Paul S. Fusco ’06 and
wife Tracy.
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